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SEEK YE FIRST... 565 
AUXILIARY ORGANIZATIONS OF MIDWAY 


THE RELIEF SOCIETY 


The first organization of ladies in Midway was formed October 
25, 1869 and was known as the Ladies’ Industrial Society. Mary Jane 
Robey Epperson was the president, with Sarah Wood as first counselor 
and Mary Bonner, second counselor. This group became the first Re- 
lief Society organization on January 29, 1870, under the direction of Bish- 
op Abram Hatch. 

Chosen as president of the new Relief Society organization was Mary 
Jane R. Epperson. Counselors were Sarah H. Alexander and Julia 
Van Wagoner, with Mary Jane Coleman as secretary and Sarah Wood, 
treasurer. On April 10, 1870 Mrs. Epperson was released and Mary 
Bronson was sustained as president. 

Between 1871 and 1876 the Relief Society was reorganized with 
Esther Dabling as president, Sarah Alexander, first counselor and Eliza- 
beth Alexander, secretary-treasurer. These officers served until Novem- 
ber 30, 1876 when Mary McOlney was sustained as president with Sarah 
Alexander and Maggie Cunningham as counselors and Mary Jane Mc- 
Carrell, secretary and Cynthia Wootton, treasurer. New counselors were 
sustained on January 8, 1878, and were Charlotte Gurney and Mary Gerb- 
er, Matilda Jacobs was secretary. 

Another reorganization was effected on November 27, 1879 when 
Charlotte Gurney became president, with Mary Gerber and Margaret 
Watkins as counselors and Mary Bronson, secretary. Sustained as new 
counselors on November 25, 1880 were Cynthia Wootton and Mary Ann 
Watkins. Mary Bronson was released as secretary in January, 1883, and 
Emily A. Gerber was appointed, with Lucretia H. Coleman, assistant 
secretary. Others who served as secretary or assistant secretaries until 
the reorganization in 1895 were Ella Hamilton, Elizabeth Wintch, Mary 
A. Watkins, Elinor Watkins and Martha Bronson. 

The next reorganization took place on June 13, 1895 when Mary 
Ann Watkins was sustained as president. Cynthia Wootton became first 
counselor and Mary Jane McCarrell second counselor. Elizabeth Wintch 
was secretary and Martha A. Bronson, assistant secretary. 


Shortly after this reorganization the Relief Society sisters were asked 
by Church leaders to direct a wheat storage program. At first the wheat 
came in by donations, Then the Relief Society began a system of loan- 
ing wheat in the spring to people who needed it for seed. and then re- 
ceiving the wheat back in the fall with one peck per bushel as interest. 
This increased the storage program and made large quantities of wheat 
available when it was badly needed by the government during World 
War I. Midway Ward joined with Relief Society groups throughout 
the Church in turning over wheat to the United States for emergency use. 

When Midway Ward was divided in February, 1903 it was decided 
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